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·45% of veterans are from rural areas of America

·Veterans have training and skills suited to farming 

·Mission -driven

·Leadership skills

·Physical activity

·Connection to the land

·Average age of American farmers is 58 -ΰά ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÔÏ 
replace them

·Some veterans have trouble assimilating back into communities

·Unemployment, homelessness, divorce, and suicide are higher than average

·Est 20% with TBI

·Farming can have therapeutic benefits to those suffering from PTSD or TBI
5

6

4

5

6

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkqdhYMwDb0
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·Any person that served in the US Armed Forces

·$ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎȭÓ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ ÄÅÆÉÎÅÓ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ 6! ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÁÓȡ

üDischarge from active military service under other than dishonorable 

conditions..  Certain VA benefits require Wartime service.  VA recognizes these 

periods of war:

üWWII: Dec 7, 1941 ɀDec 31, 1946

üKorean War: Jun 27, 1950 ɀJan 31, 1955

üVietnam War:  Aug 5, 1964 (or Feb 28, 1961 in-country veterans) ɀMay 7, 1975

üGulf War (INCLS Desert Storm, OIF, OEF): Aug 2, 1990 - 2021
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·Every soldier, sailor, airman, marine has his/her own 

experiences/stories

·Not just a job but a way of life.

·Duty, Honor, Country

·No matter how short the service, remains an important 

factor in their lives
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·All volunteer force for the past 40 years

·Family Tradition (Only one in 4 Americans has a military connection)

·Sense of responsibility and/or service

·Education and training opportunities

·Adventure/Escape from current situation
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·Military life is structured and regimented

·Chain of Command/Hierarchical Organization

·Right versus Wrong

·Doctrine and Regulations

·Off -Duty as well as On -Duty 

7ÈÁÔ (ÁÐÐÅÎÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅÄȱ ÌÉÆÅ ÇÏÅÓ Á×ÁÙȩ
12

10

11

12



ADA Audio Conference Series
Agriculture as The Next Mission for Military Veterans of All Abilities
November 16, 2021

5

·Seven Uniformed branches

·Approx. 3 million total service members

·Civilian controlled:

üCommander in Chief is the POTUS

ü'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 'ÕÁÒÄ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ

ÅMission:  provide military forces needed to deter war and 

protect the security of the country
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·Active Duty:  Full -time military

·National Guard: 

üPart -time.  Minimum of 38 days/year. 

üFull -time force, Active Guard Reserve (AGR)

üDual mission; federal and state mission

üArmy and Air Force only

·Reserves:  

·Part -time

·Full -time AGR

14

·WWII

üDying at a rate of 670/day

·Vietnam and Korea

üVery unpopular wars

üThose who served, vilified and treated poorly

üHigh incidence of alcoholism, homelessness, undiagnosed PTSD

·Gulf War Veterans:  Desert Storm, OIF, OEF

üLess lethal, survival rate with severe injuries is higher

üWelcomed home and treated like heroes

üMental health issues, while just as bad, do not carry the stigma of previous conflicts
15
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·Leadership skills, especially under duress

·Mission -Focused

·Maturity and focus

·Confidence

·Unit cohesion and Camaraderie

16

·15% female

·25% minorities

·92.5% with High School diplomas or higher

·βγȢέГ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÁÃÈÅÌÏÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅÓ ÏÒ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ

·Average age is 25-30
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·Thank them for their service

·Listen non -judgmentally

·Ask open -ended questions about their service and symptoms/disabilities, 

issues

·"Å Á×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎÓΈ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÈÁÍÅȟ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÏÒȭÓ ÇÕÉÌÔȟ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ 

dealing with stress and civilian life, etc.

·Must follow through with offers of help

·Ensure their families are involved and know of services available to them also
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·$ÏÎȭÔ ÁÃÔ ÌÉËÅ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ÈÅȾÓÈÅ ÉÓ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ

·Do not get into a discussion on your political analysis of the war

·Do not rush the veteran into anything (unless suicidal)

·$ÏÎȭÔ ÐÒÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÒÁÕÍÁÔÉÃ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ 

·$ÏÎȭÔ ÔÅÌÌ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÕÃËÙ

·$ÏÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍ

19

·Mortality Rates for injuries

·WWII 30%

·Vietnam 24%

·OEF/OIF 10%

More Survivors more survivors with long -term injuries and disabilities

OIF/OEF

·97% of injuries caused by explosions, mostly IEDs

·50% of injuries were to head and neck

·20% of wounded had some degree of brain injury
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·Eye Injuries

·Lower extremity injuries and amputations

·Traumatic brain injuries

·Repeated/serial traumatic brain injuries
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·Increased risk for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

üIncreases with multiple deployments

ÅIncreased risk for depression

ÅIncreased risk for alcohol -related problems

ÅIncreased exposure to injury, including TBI

ÅThese problems are not mutually exclusive

22

An anxiety disorder:

üCharacterized by emotional instability after stressful 
event(s)

ü4ÒÁÕÍÁ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÖÅÒ×ÈÅÌÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÕÓÕÁÌ 
psychological defenses

üTrauma created an unmanageable memory that causes 
ongoing emotional outbursts and depression when 
reminded of event

23

·Intrusive 

üRecollections, re -experiencing

üDistressing dreams

·Avoidant

üDetachment/estrangement

üLoss of libido and initiative

·Hyperarousal

üSleep difficulties

üIrritability/anger

üLack of concentration

üHypervigilance
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·Palpitations

·Sweating

·Feelings of choking

·Chest pain

·Nausea

·Dizziness

·Fear of dying/losing control
25

·Sensory and/or motor problems

·Changes in behavior (personality, concentration, memory, perception, 
emotional control)

·Decreased mental efficiency

·Depression

·Anxiety

·Irritability

·Sleeping problems

·Headaches

·Fatigue

·Blurred vision
26

Overlapping Signs and Symptoms!
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PTSD

üMedications (antidepressants, beta blockers), perhaps long term

üPsychotherapy (patient, family, group, cognitive behavior)

TBI

üMild, may resolve w/o treatment

üRehab services

üCounseling for adjustment to permanent disability

28

·Land Acquisition

·Capital

·Lack of Experience

·Disabilities; physical and/or mental health

·Equipment

29

http://www.agrability.org/Resources/Veterans/index.cfm
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·Farm visits ɀdirect assistance and support for disabilities

·Consultation

·Many state programs have partnered on programs to specifically 

support veteran agriculture projects

·Provide Resources and Information

·Extension

·USDA resources: Farm Service Agency/Natural Resources 

Conservation Service

·Training programs

31

Paul Jones
National AgrAbility Project
Purdue University
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ÁAgrAbility has served veterans since its 
inception, but in the past, veteran 
ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÍÁÎÙ ÃÁÓÅÓ
ÁCurrently partnering with programs 

for farmer veterans, like Farmer 
Veteran Coalition
ÁAgrAbility web page for veterans and 

beginning farmers www.nextmission.us
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http://www.nextmission.us/
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ÁCauses of disability

ÁTraumatic injury (agriculture is one of the most hazardous 
occupations). Many injuries also come from off-farm incidents.

ÁDisease (Arthritis impacts many farmers)

ÁAging (Average age of U.S. farmers is 58+)

ÁPrevalence of disability

ÁApproximately 15-20% of farm population impacted by disability

Á.65 ɀ2.23 million of the U.S. farm, ranch, and agricultural 
community impacted by disability

34

ÁAgrAbility was first authorized under the 1990 Farm Bill 
and began services in 1991 as part of the USDA 
Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension 
Service (now National Institute of Food and Agriculture)
ÁIn 1991, there were 8 funded state and regional 

AgrAbility projects (SRAPS); as of 2021, there are 21 
SRAPs and several previously-funded affiliates
ÁOne National AgrAbility Project (NAP) supports the 

SRAPs

35

ÁAmputation
ÁArthritis
ÁBack impairment
ÁDeafness/hearing 

impairment
ÁDevelopment 

disabilities, such as 
cerebral palsy or 
autism

ÁDisabling diseases, 
such as cancer or heart 
disease

ÁMental/behavioral 
health problems

ÁRespiratory diseases
ÁSpinal cord injuries
ÁStroke
ÁTraumatic brain injury
ÁVisual impairments

AgrAbility addresses a wide variety of disabling conditions in 
agriculture, including, but not limited to:
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ÁRow crops: corn, soy, 
wheat, cotton, etc.

ÁRanching
ÁSheep and goats
ÁDairy
ÁProduce, including 

organic
ÁOrchards

ÁAgritourism
ÁNiche markets, like 

llamas, herbs, etc.
ÁFloriculture
ÁAquaculture
ÁHydroponics
ÁAquaponics
ÁUrban agriculture

Just as disability is wide continuum, agriculture is also:

37
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ÁAll AgrAbility projects ɀstate projects and the national 
project ɀare partnerships between a land-grant university 
and at least one disability-related program. 

ÁCurrent NAP partners

ÁPurdue University (Breaking New Ground Resource Center)

ÁGoodwill of the Finger Lakes

ÁOsteoarthritis Action Alliance

ÁAgriSafe

ÁColorado State University

ÁWashington State University
39
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ÁCan still get technical support from the National AgrAbility 
Project
ÁResources available at www.agrability.org

ÁRoadmap to Services (coming)

Á%ÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÌÁÎÄ-grant university(s) to apply for an 
AgrAbility grant
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ÁState Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) Agencies
ÁU.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
ÁCenters for Independent Living
ÁState Assistive Technology Act Projects
ÁCooperative Extension
ÁUSDA

ÁFarm Service Agency (FSA)

ÁNatural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
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ÁEducation

ÁWorkshops; resource development; online education

ÁNetworking

ÁLeveraging efforts with other groups; peer support

ÁDirect Assistance

ÁSite visits; consultations; business planning

ÁMarketing

ÁPublics awareness activities and materials

42
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http://www.agrability.org/


ADA Audio Conference Series
Agriculture as The Next Mission for Military Veterans of All Abilities
November 16, 2021

15

ÁDirect funding to AgrAbility clients
ÁEquipment 

ÁMost funding for assistive technology comes through state 
vocational rehabilitation systems

ÁSome clients personally cover the costs of their 
accommodations

ÁSome Tech Act Project partners provide certain AT

ÁOther sources of grants and loans are available 
www.agrability.org/funding-assistance

43

County fairgrounds accessibility assessments
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www.agrability.org/Resources/youth
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http://www.agrability.org/funding-assistance
http://www.agrability.org/Resources/youth


ADA Audio Conference Series
Agriculture as The Next Mission for Military Veterans of All Abilities
November 16, 2021

16

ÁProject information and 
contacts
ÁDownloadable resources
ÁOnline training
Á125+ archived webinars

ÁNews and upcoming 
events
ÁNational Training 

Workshop 
www.agrability.org/ntw
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ÁPrint, CD, and web 
versions  
www.agrability.org/toolbox

ÁCurrently 1700 products 
to help farmers and 
ranchers with disabilities
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Á15 Categories

Á47 Subcategories

ǐΧήΦϽ (ÅÁÄÉÎÇÓ ɉȰ3ÕÂ-ÓÕÂÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÉÅÓȱɊ

ǐ1705 Solutions
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http://www.agrability.org/
http://www.agrability.org/
http://www.agrability.org/
http://www.agrability.org/ntw
http://www.agrability.org/Toolbox
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ÁCrop and Materials 
Handling/Storage

ÁGardening
ÁLawn Care
ÁLivestock Handling and Housing
ÁOrchards, Nurseries, and 

Vineyards
ÁOutdoor Mobility
ÁOutdoor Recreation
ÁSafety and Health
ÁShops and Shop Tools

ÁSkid-Steer Loaders and Other 
Self-Propelled Equipment

ÁSpecialty Enterprises
ÁTractors and Combines
ÁTrucks
ÁUtility Vehicles, ATVs, and other 

Off-Road Vehicles
ÁVegetable, Small Fruit, and 

Flower Production
ÁWoodlots and Forestry
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Å Cindy Chastain, Veteran Outreach Coordinator

Å chastai1@purdue.edu

Å 317-319-3452

Å Paul Jones, Program Manager

Å jonesp@purdue.edu

Å 765-494-1221

ü Website:  http://www.agrability.org/
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